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ROUTINE WORK IN CALF BREEDING

Identification: Calves born alive should be ear-tagged at birth so that their parentage can
be traced and to account for any subsequent losses. Ear tagging equipment should be kept
clean to avoid infections. Animal identification and good record keeping will allow trac-
ing of animals and monitoring of disease.

Vaccination: Vaccination is another strategy to promote the immunity of calves. The
pregnant cow can be vaccinated during late pregnancy to boost her immunity, which is
passed on to the calf through feeding colostrum, or the calf can be vaccinated. There is a
diversity of diseases and vaccines available in different countries. An appropriate vacci-
nation program requires local knowledge of endemic disease and available vaccines. In
Australi, cattle are commonly administered vaccines to prevent clostridial diseases and
leptospi-rosis, while other vaccines are available against diseases caused by Moraxella
bovis (pinkeye), Salmonella, enterotoxigenic E. coli, pestivirus, Mannhymia hemolytica,
vibriosis, Babesia bovis and bovine ephemeral fever.

Dehorning: The best time to dehorn Holstein calves is between two and three weeks

of age as soon as the horn buds can be clearly identified. This early de-horning is less
traumatic for the calves and poses less risk of complications. The calf should be well
restrained for the safety of the operator and calf. Cau-tery with a hot iron is the preferred
method. The dehorning iron should be red hot and applied to the horn bud to produce

a copper ring around the horn bud. Cows should be vaccinated for tetanus and calves

fed colostrum from vac-cinated cows to reduce the risk of tetanus. Equipment used for
dehorning needs to be well-maintained, clean and sharp. Caustic dehorning chemicals
should be avoided as they can spread if wet and cause blindness.

Extra teats: Extra teats should be removed at the same time as calves are de-horned.
This is best done with the calf lying down so that all of the teats can be seen and the nor-
mal teats identified. Extra teats are removed with a pair of scissors with the cut lengthwise
with the body. The cut surface should be painted with a topical antiseptic.




Weaning: Solid concentrate feed, rather than milk, should provide the bulk of nutrients for
calf growth, and calves can be weaned off milk when they are eating 900 grams of concentrate
per day for three consecutive days. This usually occurs by about six to eight weeks of age.
Feeding poor quality concentrate or too much milk will reduce concentrate intake and delay
weaning. When milk is stopped, the calf should remain in the same location for another week
to check concentrate consumption. If the calf is not eating well after weaning it may need to be
fed milk again and weaned later.

Calves Plural form of calf la 4l &
Subsequent Coming after something Jliis 43 . Leliia
in time
Identification The action or process of P LR
identifying someone or
something
Ephemeral Lasting for a very short oRayj
time
Dehorning Remove the horns from ipeFld e o pFla
(an animal)
Traumatic Injurious e )« ) 4
Teat Nipple Papilla Oy S 5
Surface The outside part or up- i .l
permost layer of some-
thing
Antiseptic Relating to substances ST P RES
that prevent the growth
of disease-causing mi-
croorganisms
Weaning Quit the habit of breast- B R pa
feeding 2 months after
birth
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